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THE POST-DISPATCH PLATFORM 


1 know that my retirement will 
make no difference in its cardinal 
principles; that it will always fight 
for progress and reform, never tol- 
erate injustice or corruption, always 
fight demagogues of all parties, 
never belong to any party, always 
oppose privileged classes and public 
plunderers, mever lack sympathy 
with the poor, always remain de- 
voted to the public welfare: never 
be satisfied with merely printing 
news: always be drastically inde. 
pendent; never be afraid to attack 
wrong, whether by predatory plu- 
focracy or predatory poverty. 

JOSEPH PULITZER. 

April 19, 1907. 
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LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE 


As to Railroad Overcharges 
T> the Editor of the Post-Dispatch 

In fairness to Post-Dispatch readers 
they should be afforded opportunity to 
know the facts with respect to 
mistaken statements in your editorial of 
July 10, “How Great an Overcharge’” 

Its implication that “four railroad men 

at that officers of the 
services but actually speaking 
railroads eliminated competition § f: 
the Government's business and 
mined what the Government would pas 
on a take-it-o. 
baseless. 

That 
serving on a 


senting the railroads in 


cevyersa! 


armed 
# ny the 


meter 


Pave if npaaisc < er re v 


implicat 


on involve ’ ; 
central committee repre 


-s fou? men, 
negotiations r 


connection with reductions in rates on 
Government traffic during the was 
These men “officer: 

armed services Th snoke 

+ The 


the Government 


were 


he railroads 
ing 
As railroad representa' 
- i . va" es } rvs 
sidered such proposals 
TIONS as ' armed service 


“officers of the i 
: 7 - 
or othe: 


the Crovernment 
Negotiations con- 


were Ti¢ , one 


officials of 


presented ton them 
cerning 
sided. 
by officers responsible only to the 
ernment, 
arnment 
million dollars resulted 
Such 
ceedings 
merce Act 


such proposals 
: 


The Government was represented 
> | * . s | | > - - = > 

(+n 
Reductions in rates on Gov. 


war traffic aggregating man} 


atin — 
reductions mainl 


rac a“ 
it€ me 


fances as man 


with each « 


through or joi tes 3 
e thre ugh move! 


lines included 

That procedure takes time. Movement 
of war traffic could not Wait on adits? 
ment of rates consumed 
ceedings through a central 
emutRorized te 


er 


time. | 


comm * tee. 


ee 


mittee 
the 
request 
then T 
requested 
lite thy hans ing of 


io Nanailn ‘ 


SEL eseeer™ ; 
the purpose f 


Eastman desired it est 


Anticipat 
frreenons)!! 


mMmicrenrecAHnfarions 


| mpori 


which you even raise 
that there was anything cr 
on was the fact that 
ple came from the railroads, serve 
there during the war, and then \ 
back to the railroads. 

If every man who serv 
try’s military force: 
to his fo 


be subiected ¢t 


si. Ty % 
SOMe ¢ 


+ ; 
returned 


war, is to 
criminalitv requiri: 


> 


vestigation, Co 


The railroads desire eariv hearing 
before an open and fair tribunal, on a 
the facts with respect to the reparat: 
claims Mr. Kilday represents that he 
neressing Thev feel that their war 
ord entitles them to 
irresponsible and 
with 
which Kilday acknowledges he 
unable to prove after more tha 
vears of investigation 

The 


Pes weiter 
aia *, 


protect! 
slander 


resnert ae Ove 


the 
* 


ments 


railroads have not had 
such a hearing up 
because the Department ot 
several times requested 
ments of proceedings before 
state Commerce Comm: 
claims it has filed. In the 

Justice Department people continue a 
campaign to prejudice public opinion 
against the railroads, 


for 
cime, 


has 


Ss ion 


in advance of a 
hearing at which all the facts can be 
developed. 
Zz. G. HOPKINS 
Western Association of Railway 
Executives 
Chicago. 


ere nn op e-em 


September, November. January 
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So the draft registration had to 
scheduled for the first two weeks 
September when a large percentage 
the young men involved will be busil\ 
engaged in registering for schools and 
colleges. Thank goodness November 's 
coming soon, and January wi! not be far 
behind, 
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A Monopoly Is Born 


A moving word picture of the way one busi- 
ness concern can crush competition and set up 
monopoly is supplied by the Canadian Com- 
bines Commission. The business which {ft sur- 
gically examines is optical goods. Because the 
monopoly which was set up in Canada “appar- 
ently differed in detail but not in essential pur- 
pose” frorn the monopoly which had already 
been set up in the United States. it concerns 
every American who buys eyeglasses 

American Optical Co. was, in fact, 
bring free enterprises under its control and 
stamp out their competition in Canada precisely 
because it had already achieved the same effect 
in the United States, according to the Canadian 
Combines Commission. Here 
tually took away from the consuming public al! 
power to bargain for prices and quality: 

It all began with an innocent-looking patent 
on a method of manufacturing frames with the 
ear pieces above the axis ol These 
frames were trademarked Ful-Vue 
tionable that this device was patentable, for a 
patent is intended to protect an inventor in the 
fruit of his inventive genius, and it took no in- 
ventiveness to put the ear piece above the axis 
of the lens, particularly as frames had been 
made that way for a number of years before the 
A. O. Co. applied for a patent. 

Furthermore, A. O.’s purpose in exercising the 
seven patents which finally were taken out was 
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markets seem likely to be translated into perma- 
nent improvements in living standards, ranging 
from better medical care to more wholesome 
leisure-time opportunities. 
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Progress on the Milk Supply 

Mayor Kaufmann has acted with commendable 
vigor on the recommendations of the Citizens’ 
Milk Investigating Committee. Most important, 
as a means of increasing the production of 
Grade-A milk in the area, he has ordered the 
City Health Department to prepare a score-card 
by which to rate the sanitary performance of 
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Radio in Review O . 2 . 
Comedy Show That | ~Pening of New Party Convention 


Doesn't Come Off ny 


By John Crosby me 


NEW YORK. Julv 4. 
N “Our Miss Brooks.” a new C.BS. show 
‘S p.m. C.D.T. Mondays). Eve Arden. a 
capable though frayed romedienne,. is 
@ost as an English teacher in love with the 
P Tig: biology 3 instructor 
$ whose biological in- 
terests are regretta 
bivy limited to the 
breeding of mice 
Since Miss Arden’s 
concern with biol- 
ogy is somewhat 
more extensive, this 
leads to one situa- 
tion after another, 
few of them comic. 


Miss Arden is also 
beset by a pixilated 
landlady who cooks 
improbable and in- 
digestible foods, a 


EVE ARDEN .. . CAPA. hivh school princ:- Oe . ; 
BLE THOUGH FRAYED. pal who roars at a... . gt ae eS ERS gt COE REC Bie Pe OFT — Eee ¢ a. S, : . . : ie 
he: and a fatuous hich school student who veis 3 ' P me ; -", es 4 aR . ‘ ; Far i ' ’ a > 9 ae ; ol 4 w ) : eS 7 » 2 mi : pc Re — | » ‘aS > Sait | 
fer into jams. Through it all, misunderstanding », 2° oa . 1 Benge: fi Pas ‘sane . “ar yee et Oy ae _— ss Pe. a a FRR a m8 | eae. : 
Mickers like summer lightning and Miss Arden — eT is  ~s * . . ” ots © gre a pa a a eae. ™ ees” Ete A CITY EARNINGS TAX HE RING 
Pisecracks indefatigably and courageously; stili ee a 3 © | me —.& * SP ‘cea pF Sg i Ci a § qe 
the nrogram just isn’t very funny. 3 a _% : ae a * Mie! «% % J : , : me “8 A “i ae nll » CE sk doa ' a e ; : E°OA anna \Aea, os 
I don't know why it isn’t. This show, which ee. - >." eso _ & Ses y. | uma foe As Be : , es : ae als | | 
poems fashionec rather too persistentiv after | ' | f ©G 
My Friend Irma,” has a number of tried and 
brtre ineredient>: A lor of quaint characters have 
heen amasced in one room: Miss Arden’s per- 
Bonality has heen riven the elements of all of 
Sienree S&S KkKanfman's comic women tonch, 
pentin ental fast on the draw The plots. heaven 
fe'p Ph i contrived with almnet tan mich 
Ingenuit Yer. it just doesn't come off 


* * * 

T'S a blasphemous thought but I'd like time 
tn advance the idea that misunderstanding isn”? 
perhaps as funny as it was in the day: 
Charlie's Aunt.” There was one scene—the one 
Bhere the high school student hid behind the 
furtains where misunderstanding was taken to \ a ae ee peepee et ot ee tigge e e et | oe 
Its outermost limits. Miss Arden’s intentions = ie che ay | ON 'ASI OG Mt lel ii el: Henry Wallace third party co 
Were thoroughly, misunderstood by every one in saga | ype oF Frogressive Farty. Keyn > | is Dy Charies P. Howard, Negro pub 
fhe*reom, including, as I recollect, the biolozy ; 
instructor’s mouse. If that didn’t lay '’em in the 
Pisles—and it didn’t—then the whole theory of 
fomedy mav have to be revised, which wouldn’t 
be such a bad idea. 

Wetl, perhaps it will get better as it goes along. 
As :t was, the only time a smile forced its way 
throngh my. ‘Ivetant lips was when the aged 
landlady aquavered. ti ihe young high schoo 
gs tident “My, nn you've shot tip since | saw 


i. 


‘ rt iast ° And the high sehoo)] student shot back 
You aaK Lerds Come to think of 
Rhis job w phi: hetter when | first hen 
’ man ears 70 } The Bandwagon in tha 
fate. lamented she Frank Morgan, plaving ‘he 
: of a white matched Kenrick, colons} 
MHiavered no other word for it seems [ak oniy 
@esterday mah }ii'l Miranda was 15.” 
And. his wif- plaved bv Helen 


Snapped yesterday 
* * 


“CARIN 13.” another C.BS. show rn 
we oe By Mondavs KMON) is written  h: lnahn 
TDiekson Carr, one of the contributors to “Sis- 
rense”’ which honld give you some frien Dan't 
let the title throw youn off. The only thing this 
Program has to do with the sen ts the fact trat 
the narrator <« a ship's doctor, Dr. Fabian. an 
¥rnane, kindly. professionally English character 
who is steeped in wisdom and Sir Cedric Hard 
wicke and whose job, of course, gets him inio 
gomMe romantic ond out-of-the-way spots 

The hest wav to describe this show is to sum- 
marizve one of the stories and not a bad litile 
gtory it is. either. Seems there was this big 
offensive screen star who shed his faithful gir! 
friend. In a fit of justifiable pique, she shouted: 
*!t offer my body, I offer my soul (to the Devil) 
*f that man faces a camera again.” A moment 
jater a shot rang out. “Shot herself through the 
mead, suh,”’ said the English butler imperturbablv 
- a line I'm not likely to forget soon 

* * * 

IN VARIS, the screen star has some publicils 
pictures taken. The photographer dev:lops the 
Yictures, blanches at what he sees and destroys 

The actor goes to another photographe: 

1s green when he sees the plates and 

~s the actor out of his studio. He goes +o 

other nhotographers: same story | a 

‘Os after a number of other complications , eee oo a BS ; = es 4 pe £3 Fg eo oe. 
bao tortuous to go into here—that the actor has 2 a. Beat 3 4 a ‘ aE P el | * 4 : | ae eg . ee ‘ 4 


: ery whic h this is n ewa "OO Me TNH shows — " i . : aa ae : ? sed 3 4 ’ “A fae. ; ee 53 , , ig 
‘nm a photographic plate four dave hefore it's 3% Pe : Bi ) ; 4 aaa r on eS . ‘ es . g ‘adh ; . : 


Kh 


Visible te he naked eve 
Anvwav that’s the kind of program it c 
‘ell acted, horribly ingenious and cal: 

h hell out of the children 


Vague People 


By Christopher Billopp 


AGUE people look off into the distance and 
beat about the bush when you say firmly, 


* te 


“Answer me ‘ves’ or ‘no. 

When you tell them you will meet them on 
@ certain spot at a certain hour you can be 
confident they will be at the spot, but not 
on the hour, or on the hour but not at the spot. 

When you ask them to go to the store for 
a loaf of bread, a head of lettuce and a cake of 
soap. yOu may be sure they will return with the 
bread and the lettuce but not the soap, or the 
lettuce and the soap but not the bread or the 
bread and the soap but not the letttce 


. + ¥ 

IF YOU INQUIRE whether anv teiepnone 
Messages were received for vou during your ab- 
sence they will recall that some were received 
But they cannot remember what the messages 
were or from whom they came 

When vague persons are sent to the filling 
Rtation and told above all else to get the water 
in the hattery checked, they will forget thet, 
They will then consider it crue! of vou to com- 
Piain considering that thew did have the tank 
filed with gasoline and got the smears wiped 
“off the windshield 

* * * 

VAGUE PEOPLE will be glad to help von with 
Your planting, but they will neglect to. place 
merkers. So you must leave a half acre or sn 
wsione for weeks until what they have planted 
comes up 

You often wonder how vague people would 
ever get along in the world if you were not 
there to guide them. But the strange part of it 
is that frequently they do better when you are 
not there. 

This leads to the conclusion either that your 
presence Causes @ sort of mental paralysis or 
else they assume their vagueness just to 
worry you. 
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meling a Negro messenger and 
attempting to take a brief case 
containing $3,123.67 

Another officer relieved Muller 
of the prisoner. As Muller turned 
he found a man whe identified 
himself as Joseph Ryan, a panker. 
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